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dashing in subject, style, and metre. Gordon was a
genius. Kipling is the only other genius who has
written English poetry in the vernacular, and he is
not a sporting poet.

But Gordon was not a poet of the first order. He
had not the broad humanity, the serene power of a
Homer, a Chaucer, a Shakespeare, or a Longfellow.
Within his narrow range he was strong, but his range
was somewhat narrow. He was, however, a true poet,
as is shown by his universal and growing popularity
in his own land. A poet who appeals to the lettered
and the unlettered alike, who is popular with the
student and popular with the stable-boy, must be a
true poet. A man may appeal to a class as the mouth-
piece of that class; he cannot appeal to all classes
alike if he be not genuine.

Gordon's ' Sick Stockrider' is the essence of the
man. It displays, in a marked degree, his eloquence,
his ringing rhythm, his knowledge of the bush; and it
is the child of his history, the genuine outcome of his
wild heart. Had he never written another piece, his
fame would have been assured.

The manly melancholy of Gordon's poetry rings
true.

DOUGLAS SLADEN.
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